The patient was a primipara, and had been in labour for over twenty-four hours before admission into hospital. 
I sent the patient into the Royal Infirmary, and she was there on two occasions, as well as being sent twice to a convalescent home. The urine was drawn off by a nurse twice daily, but by November she was no better, and I resolved to try the effect of massage bimanually, one finger being placed in the vagina. Whenever the region of the trigone of the bladder was pressed on, the patient complained of a painful prickling sensation. Massage was carried on for three days consecutively, the patient being able to pass several ounces on each day following.
Menstruation set in on the fourth day, and massage was not performed till three days later. In the meantime, retention was again absolute, and urine had to be regularly drawn off by the nurse. On resuming massage for the fifth time, the finger, on being introduced into the vagina, discovered an ordinary sewing needle lying transversely across the anterior fornix. It was removed by forceps, and found to be blackened, but showed no signs of rust.
Since the removal of the needle, further treatment is not required, as the patient from that time has had no further retention. The only medicine given during this time was nux vomica.
As to the presence of the needle, I can only assume it was the cause of the retention, and lay somewhere in the base of the bladder, and that the act of massaging had made it work its way into the vagina. The 
